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COLORED SOLDIERS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICR 
ACCREDITED TO WEST VIRGINIA. 


In the years of the Givil War, two hundred and twelve colored 
men were enlisted in West Virginia for service in the Federal 
Army, there being no organization of colored troops from the 
State, these enlisted men were assigned to the Forty-fifth Regiment 
United States Colored Troops, in which they were mustered to the 
eredit of the State of West Virginia. 


CHAPTER XI. 


WEST VIRGINIA SOLDIERS IN THE CONFEDERATE 
STATES ARMY. 


The Military History of the State of West’ Virginia has never 
been written; and no other American State experienced the con- 
ditions that existed within its boundaries during the Civil War. In 
many of the counties there was presented the remarkable scene of 
_aen enlisting, and companies forming, at the same time, some for 
the Federal service and others for the Confederate service. The 
inhabitants of the counties of Central Northwestern Virginia, 
those bordering on wester. Marylaand and Pennsylvania, those in 
the Northern Panhandle, and thence stretching along the Ohio 
River to the mouth of Big Sandy River, were largely in favor of 
the maintenance of the Union; and it was in these that far the 
largest number of soldiers for the Federal Army were enlisted. In 

the counties of the upper New River region, in the Greenbrier Val- 
ley, the Valley of the South Branch of the Potomac, and in the 
lower Shenandoah Valley—now in the Eastern Panhandle—the 
majority of the people favored secession; and it was from these that 
far the greater number of West Virginians entered the Confeder- 
ate service. This will be the more readily seen when it is stated 
that Mason County, on the Ohio, sent more than one thousand men 
to the Federal Army, and one company (61 men) to the Con- 
federate Army; while Hampshire County, in the Valley of the 
South Branch of the Potomac, sent more than a thousand men to 
the Confederate Army, and but one company (73 men) to the 
Federal Army—largely from that part now embraced in 
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WHAT NUMBER OF WEST VIRGINIANS Was IN THE 
CONFEDERATE ARMY? 


How many West Virginians served in the Confederate Army? 
No one now knows the exact number, nor will it ever be definitely 
Imown; but it may be approximated. There were twelve companies 
ef West Virginians in the famous Stonewall Brigade; viz: four 
from Jefferson County; two from Berkeley County; two from 
Greenbrier County; one each from Hampshire, Hardy, Monroe and 
Ohio counties. The entire Twenty-second Regiment Virginia In- 
fantry was composed of West Virginia Companies; nine companies 
of the Thirty-first Regiment Virginia Light Infantry were from 
West Virginia; as were six companies in the Thirty-sixth Regiment 
Virginia Infantry; while the remaining companies enumerated 
above were widely distributed for service in various other regi- 
mental organizations. It has been stated that more men from Mer- 
cer entered the Confederate Service than there were voters in that 

< in his ‘‘History of Summers 
County. Judge James H. Miller in Feat inal ee 
County’? gives a list of the names of two hun ait tea 
in the Confederate Army from the territory now @ 
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Soin ioned at Charleston, was in comman, 

a ie Bally Dancin which included twenty oot 
ithe Ps Jackson to Mercer, and from Pocahontas to Wayne; 
oe close of his service here, August Ist, 1865, he reported 
the Adjutant General of West Virginia that the officers of his 
command had parolled more than five thousand Confederates re- 
turning to counties within the said Kanawha Miiitary District, 

At the close of the war there was no Adjutant General’s Office or 
War Department in which to deposit the rosters of these companies, 
but this Department is now in possession of original muster Tolls, 
pay rolls, typewritten manuscript or printed rosters of a 
number of the above mentioned companies; and it is believed that 
& conservative estimate of the number of West Virginians in the 


Confederate service would approximate seven thousand. 


THE Buve AND THE GREY OF Wes? Virginia. 


At the close of the last chapter it was stated that the total num- 


ber of enlistments of West Virginians in the Federal Army should 


be, in round numbers, placed at twenty-eight thousand. Tf, now, 


the total number of West Virginians in the Confederate service be 
placed at seven thousand, we should have a total of thirty-five 
thousand West Virginians rendering service in the two armies. The 
Population of the State at that time was 360,000, 9 2-3 per cent. of 
which, was, 
age, according to population, 
Union. 


therefore, enlisted men—evidently the highest per cent- 
of enlisted men of all the states of the 
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CHAPTER XIT, 


WEST VIRGINIA SOLDIERS IN THE SPANISH-AMERICAN 
- WAR. 5 


The declaration of war by Congress was made against Spain, 
April 23, 1898; and immediately thereafter President McKinley 
called upon Governor George W. Atkinson for a regiment of Infan- 
try, to be formed, so far as possible of drilled men of the National 
Guard. In compliance with this the Governor, on May 2nd ensuing, 
ordered the Brigade of our State, Brigadier General B. D, Spill- 
man commanding, to mobilize at Kanawha City, on the south side 
of the Great Kanawha, about a mile above where the steel bridge 
spans that river, at Charleston, the capital of the State. There 
was a ready response to the order of the Commander-in-Chief. 
and in a few days the eighteen companies composing the two regi- 
ments of the Brigade were at the place of rendezvous, and had 
spread their tents at ‘‘Camp Lee.’’ 


Tue Firsr Reqiment West Virani Inranrry. 


Of the companies composing the two Regiments, six were desig- 

nated to return to their homes. The First Regiment of West Vir- 
ginia.Volunteer Infantry was then formed of all the men of the 
remaining twelce companies physically fit, and willing to culist; 
and its ranks were afterward filled to the required number from 
the names obtained by enlistment in different parts of the State. 
The Regimental organization was as follows: B.D. Spillman, Col- 
onel; Clarence L, Smith, Lieutenant Colonel; W. H. Banks, Major; 
Philip A. Shafer, Major; H. Byron Baguley, Surgeon: Cas- 
sius C. Hogg, Ass’t Surgeon: Charles T. Nesbitt. Asst Sur 
geon; Rev. S. K. Arbuthnot, Chaplain. On May 20th the Governor 
caused a commission to issue to W. H. Lyons as a Major in this 
Regiment. On that day the Regiment left ‘‘Camp Lee’’ for Chick- 
amauga, Tennessee, where it arrived in the dusk of evening the next 
day; and bivouacked on the great hattle field. On the 18th it en- 
tered ‘‘Camp George A. Thomas.’’ After some months spent here 
the Regiment moved to ‘‘Camp Poland” at Knoxville, East Ten- 
nessee. From here it proceeded to ‘‘Camp Conrad,’’ at Columbus, 
Georgia, where it was mustered out of service February 7, 1899. 
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On May 25, 1898, the President of the United States requested 
Governor Atkinson to send forward a Second Regiment of Infantry, 
The Governor hastened to issue a call, and the companies hastily 
formed in various parts of the State, rendezvoused at “Camp At 
kinson’?’ on the north bank of the Great Kanawha, about half a mile 
below the mouth of Elk River, say about five squares above where 
the Kelly Axe Factory now stands. Here the Regiment was organ- 
ized, the regimental officers being as follows, viz: D, T. BR, Casteel, 
Colonel; O’Brien Moore, Lieutenant Colonel; Howard Atkinson, 
Major; Charles D. Elliott, Major; William F_ Henshaw. Sur- 
geon; Zadoc T. Kalbaugh, Assistant Surgeon: William F. Bailey, 
Assistant Surgeon; Rev. Albert S. Kelly, Chaplain. The com- 
panies were mustered into service by Captain J. M, Burns of the 
17th U. 8. Infantry; the first on June 25th, and the last on the 
9th of July. The Regiment left ““Camp Atkinson’”’ and moved to 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, where it entered ““Camp Meade.”” Here 
some months were spent, after which it removed to “Camp Weth- 
erill at Greenville, South Carolina, where it was mustered out of 
service, March, 1899. - 


Compantus or West Virginia Souprers IN OTHER REGIMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, 


In addition to the two Regiments mentioned above, four com- 
panies of (West Virginians went to the field and served in other 
regimental organizations. They are as follows :— 

Company ‘‘E,’’ Fourth Regiment United States Volunteer In- 
fantry, Captain W. H. Monroe; mustered into service at Parkers- 
burg with sixty-four men. 

Company ‘‘G’’, Fourth Regiment United States Volunteer In- 
fantry, Captain Albert A. Franzheim, mustered into service at 
Wheeling, with eighty-two men. 

Company “‘L”’, Eighth Regiment United States Colored Volun- 
teer Infantry, Captain E. E. Hood, mustered into service at 
Charleston, with eighty men. 

Company ‘‘M,’’ Eighth Regiment United States Colored Vol- 
unteer Infantry, Captain William T. Bishop, mustered into sery- 
ice at Parkersburg with forty-eight men, a sufficient number of m 
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ing enlisted and sent forward to raise the a 
ee to the required number. 
Tn s it is seen that the total number of troops supplied by the 
Seats service in the Spanish-Amreican War was as foll id 
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West Virginia responded prom 
President, and the patriotism of h 
the number of volunteers sent to 
the time the Adjutant General of 
two thousand additional men for 


ptly to the eallg made by the 
er citizens is shown not only by 
he field, but by the fact that at 
the State received requests from 
service; and he expressed the 


